JOHN MARSHALL
Concerning his paternal grandmother, nothing Definitely is established except that she was Elizabeth jMa,r]dh.am, daughter of Lewis Markham, once Sheriff of Westmoreland County.1
Jolin Marshall's lineage on his mother's side, however , Is long, high, and free from doubt, not only through the Randolphs and Ishams, as we have seen, butt through the Keiths. For his maternal grand-
Tliere were numerous Marslialls who were officers in the Revolutionary ^War from widely separated colonies, apparently unconnected by olood or marriage. For instance, there were Abraham, David, and Ken jam in Marshall from Pennsylvania; Christopher Marshall from 3VJCa,ssaclxusetts; Dixon Marshall from North Carolina; Elihu Marshall from New York, etc. (Heitman, 285.)
A.t tHe same time that John Marshall, the subject of this work, was captain in. a Virginia regiment, two other John Marshalls were captains in [Pennsylvania regiments. When Thomas Marshall of Virginia was an officer in Washington's army, there were four other Thomas IVJCarslialls, two from Massachusetts, one from South Carolina, and one from. "Virginia, all Eevolutionary officers. (/&.)
Wlien Stony Point was taken by Wayne, among the British prisoners captured was Lieutenant John Marshall of the 17th Regiment of Ifcritish. foot (see Dawson, 86); and Captain John Marshall of Virginia was one of the attacking force. (See infra, chap, iv.)
Ira. 1793, John Marshall of King and Queen County, a boatswain, wa.s a. Virginia pensioner. (Va. Hist. Prs., v, 544.) He was not related to JToHn IMCarshall, who had become the leading Richmond lawyer of tfatat time.
"Wlzile Hamilton was Secretary of the Treasury he received several letters from John Marshall, an Englishman, who was in this country axid wlio wrote Hamilton concerning the subject of establishing ma-raiif actories. (Hamilton MSS., Lib. Cong.)
Illustrations like these might be continued for many pages. They merely slaow the danger of inferring relationship because of the similarity of names, especially one so general as that of Marshall.
1 Tlae Gary Papers, supra. Here again the Marshall legend riots fantastically. This time it makes the pirate Blackbeard the first husband of Marshall's paternal grandmother; and with this freebooter site is said to have had thrilling and melancholy experiences. It deserves mention only as showing the absurdity of such myths. Black-beo-rdL was one Edward Teach, whose career is well authenticated (Wise, 186.) Colonel Cary put a final quietus on this particular tale, as lie did on so many other genealogical fictions.